The Little Children are Coming to Him

March 12, 2007
Almost immediate[g after getting to know him, itis clear to see
that Angel is angthing but angelic. with a strong will and a lot of
energy, this eight year old boy often makes gou’ch group and Sunclag
school much more interesting (and difficult). But Angel secretly has a
soft heart. At first it seemed like our messages weren’t getting
’chrougl‘l to him. When we talked in youth group or Sunclag school
about Patience, Pric]e, or obedience, instead of !istening, Angel was
consistentlg interruPting the class to share his insights with lorlg
stories about the movie he recentlg saw, or how he beat up the school
Charming little Angel bu”y. He tirelessly interrupts the discussions with ta”<ing, distracting

movements and comments, and a lot of bathroom breaks! We are often times worn out bg him. However, the other

night after youth group, Maria*, Angel’s mom, went up to Nathaniel and saicl, “thank you for what you share with

Angel. !jus’c want you to know that whatever you teach him to do, he tells me about it

and then Practices it all week. If you talk to him about obeging his Parents, he does,

and iFgou cha”enge him not to lie) he takes that very seriously and doesn’t lie to us.

Now, can you P[ease tell him to clean his room!” Suddenlg all of our efforts and

frustrations melted away and we are now able to see that even though Ange[ doesn’t

alwags show it, we are getting through to him, but much more imPortantly, the gospel is

reacl‘ning his heart and sinking in.

So much of what we do for Mision Vida Nueva is working with the children.
Nathaniel leads Sa’curclag nig"lt 3out|1 group, hig"l school Sunclag school, and is
worlcing on mentoring two of the high school bogs. Alicia teaches Sund39 school to
the middle elementarg agecl children and is mentoring two of t]'lejr. high girls, as well as
one of the younger ones. Working with the children is not only training up Christian
children, but helping to heal the wounds that so many of these families have.

Miguel* seems like a normal, well-adjusted teen-age bog. Heis athletic,
milc”g shg, and keePs his hair a little long. At first glance, you would never guess
that his home life is a living nightmare. On top of evergtlﬁing else, his father
comes and goes at all hours of the dag and night leaving his Familg wonclering
where he is, and on the rare occasion that he is home, he is emotiona”g absent.
Miguel doesn’t know what it means to have a man in his life who cares about him.
His mother is faithful in brir\gingthem to 3outh group where he is able to hear
Nathaniel’s messages and has been resPonclingwe” to them. The two also getto
Plag soccer together on Fricl39 niglﬁts cluring their club games. The other night
after getting Miguel’s email address, Nathaniel came home late and tired, but shot
him a cluick email. Miguel immecliatelg respondecl with, “1 knew you would email me
tonightl” Fina”g, someone in his life who isn’t letting him down. Pray for Nathaniel
as heis going to begin mentoring Miguel during these formative years and show

him what it means to have a male role model.



Vivian*, like her two younger siblings, was born out of wedlock to teenage parents. Now ten years old, Vivian
has yetto see her Parents get married. Theyown a l’“IOUSC, live togetiier,
and are on all outward appearances a i‘lappg 1Cami|9. But the fact that her
Christian parents are not married has puta strain on the Familg, and the
children often ask their dad when he will marry their mom. Alicia has been
asked to mentor Vivian and another friend, sPeciﬁca”g about Puritg.
Vivian’s mom, in seeingti’ie desperation of their situation, wants her
c]augi‘iter to learn at a young age what it means to stag ure until
marriage. Please pray for Vivian’s parents that ’ci'ieg wil get married soon,
and for Alicia that she would have the rigi‘:t words to say to Vivian and the
other two giris she is men’coring. Please pray that their hearts would be
soft and molded in the ways the Lord wants them to be.

For Suriciay school, we have been using a communicant member’s curriculum based on the shorter catechism.
Often times when teaci‘xing this course both to the i'iig]'i school and elementarg
students, we feel frustrated and discouraged that these children arejust not
understan&irig the complexities of what is beirig ’caugi'it. (Sometimes we even have a
hard time uncierstancling it]) But the other ciay, our pastor shared with us that he
overheard his ciiilciren, both of whom are in our classes, &iscussirig the offices of Christ!
These ten and twelve year olds were able to explain that Jesus is a Prophet, Priest, and
king in a way that their father wasn’t able to at their age. Once againwe are able to see
that even when we don’t have faith that our words are being heard or uncierstooci) the
Lord is woricirig ti'irough our flawed mouths and using us to share the most imPortarit
message to this generation of covenant children.

We are truig honored to aid in these children’s sPiritual
lives. Itisa 'og to watch them growin their faith and
understand)ing of who Jesus is as their savior. Thank you so much for a”owirig us to be
here. We are so thankful for your support both in prayer and ﬁnancia“y. We are
confident that this is where the Lord has Placed us, and you are helping to keeP us
here. Thank you for [etting us bringthe little children closer to Christ.

Dressed up fora Sundag school P139!

with great sincerity and thankfulness,

Nathaniel and Alicia Gutierrez

Gutierrez.Oﬁ@gmail.com
*Out of resPect for their Privacg, the names in this letter have been changed‘
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