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�Train a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from it.�
 new logo and motto ^ of Hope and Life School Proverbs 22:6

Growing Pains II
My first �growing pains� letter was about three years ago when we peaked at a super -

overload of 33 boys.  We tried to give a chance to most of the at-risk boys in Ouro Fino who
wanted our help.  Temporarily surpassing our five-year average of twenty-five boys was a growing
pain in the physical sense.  But there are other types of growing pains, similar to those in
teenagers, that are harder to see and often more painful, like growing in responsibility,
independence, making choices, and experiencing the hardships of the outside world.  These are
the growing pains that many of our boys and our project as a whole have faced the past year.

Weeding and Refining
Since October, many of our boys took advantage of an apparent �let things wait or slide�

attitude by court officials.  Until now, local authorities have refused to put more pressure on the
boys« families to recuperate, or treat negative examples of boys still on the street who refused our
help and continued in delinquency.  So this past year, instead of having totally recuperated families
that could joyfully reunite, we«ve had a lot of headaches and heartaches.  One or two at a time,
boys started to run away back to their families or make things intolerable until they were given
court authorization to leave.  The boys simply got tired of waiting for their families to recuperate, or
gave in to the notion that local officials were wimps so kids on the street could do as they pleased.
Because of this we«ve given an ultimatum to the judge and mayor to fix this loophole before we
take in more kids. Pray for God«s wisdom!  We try to be salt and light to public policy and
governing officials.  For those who have visited or tracked our boys in prayer, here«s the tally:

The runaways were Robson, Allif, Junior, Juliano, and Adriano.  Those receiving reluctant
permission to return to their families were Diego, Carlinhos, Jefferson, Paulinho, Vitor, Vitorio,
Marcelo, and Francislei.  There was nothing else we could do besides pray when the judiciary
refused to act on the behavioral problems still evident in the boys or their families.  Not
surprisingly, most of these boys leaving prematurely didn«t pass the school year and have since
backslidden.  Allif and Marcelo did repent and now write or call us regularly, but the authorities
won«t let them return so that others may eventually get a chance in our foster homes.  At least the
mom and step-dad of Francislei are being transformed by the Gospel, unlike many of the others.

In contrast. . .
Three of our boys are being prepared to leave the nest as responsible adults the middle of

this year.  Antonio hopes to buy a tiny lot and build a two-room starter house; Roberto seeks a full-
time job while finishing school at night; and Bruno needs a part-time job that will allow him
continued training (photo 1).  Alceu and Vinicius will continue with us through at least the end of
the year while their parents« latest antics are evaluated.  Lucio will stay with us until an older sibling
like Roberto can house and care for him financially. William and Ricardo continue to await
termination of their parents« rights and were just confirmed with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. Still with
us indefinitely are Tatiane, Issa, and (hiding from the camera) Thiago while their negligent mother
appeals their release for adoption (photo 2).

�For the Equipping of the Saints and the Strengthening of the Body of Christ�  Ephesians 4:12
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Newest Kids on the Block

Some may remember my story about "Panther," the local trafficker in stolen goods.  His
wife received pity and he the blame for the neglect of their seven kids.  But since Panther was
stabbed to death four years ago, the mom proved even worse in neglect, and their five youngest
were fanned out for adoption.  But no one (so far) wanted Henrique and Fabricio ages 13 and 11,
who saw their father«s death.  They have now been with us for eight months and love having a
stable environment and finally getting back in school (1st and 2nd grades)!  Both like to draw and
Henrique is especially interested in the devotionals and Bible reading (photo 3).

For six weeks we also had Mirela, a two-month old girl, while the courts awaited positive
I.D. of her mother.  She was being neglected and used as a "prop" for gypsies as they begged
(photo 4).  Until we get more workers, rest, local cooperation, and restructure a few things within
the project, we’ll be maintaining fewer kids. So please pray for more help!

Maturing Means Changes
Pray as we continue to reorganize and divide responsibilities down here for the long-term

health and growth of the project.  The project«s board postponed elections of new directors until
now to give more time for finance analysis and reorganization proposals.  But that in itself is
progress that they finally openly acknowledge that all this must be done for the project to become
more self-supported within Brazil.  Pray for the right board members and grace through the
changes!  I still hope the project can be made independent of foreign help in the long run.  That
would finally free me for a �normal� furlough and being able to help start projects in even poorer
and more neglected areas of Brazil (if God doesn«t have other plans up His sleeves)!

But until then, I have to arrange meetings, rotate time off for our existing workers, improve
communications, clarify priorities, balance workloads, and reduce burnout.  As Lucas continues
with the daily finances and typing the backlogged items, I continue with self-verification in
preparation for audits necessary for philanthropy registration.  With the technical background God
gave me, I was able to plan the new laundry, reorganize the workshop and office, and resolve half
of our computer problems.  It sometimes gets discouraging spending more time on administration
than teaching the boys, but I see that most of the local churches here are severely handicapped in
ministry because they totally ignore administration; so we must model and teach that, too!

Reprioritizing Capital Improvements:
As soon as we finish overdue bodywork on our vehicles, we«ll look into trading the two pick-

ups for a bus and station wagon to better fit our transportation needs.  We«ll then concentrate on
the urgent and smaller projects that will help our self-sufficiency: expand our solar hot water
system, purchase small-scale bakery equipment, and finish remodeling the rest of the classroom
building for teaching and other central functions.  With the prospect of having one or two interns to
help divide my responsibilities, we could then try to carry out some of the medium-sized strategic
projects if sponsored: new fencing to separate the acreage to be graded and restored, a picnic and
prayer shelter near the creek, fenced playground for the smaller kids, and enlarging the current
workers« house.  Larger projects will wait until we get over our current growing pains: remodeling
Braz«s old house, starting foster home three, revamping the pig project, and perhaps a pool.

Pray for Short-term Help from the US:
With all of the above, we could really use those willing to come down for one to twelve

months or more.   I could use help in getting us caught up and prepared to turn more things over to
Brazilians: a web-page, weekly and monthly e-mail and translation systems, electrical work,
maintenance, remodeling, and construction, and help training some of our boys in these and other
areas.  Pray for intern prospects Mark Sittner from Denver and Andy MacDonald from Clemson,
and pray for former intern Ian Larrimore who continues to seek God«s will and direction in his life.
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A Special Prayer

Carlos Henrique entered our home eight years ago as our third foster boy.  At thirteen his
own family abandoned him, so his transition out of our nest two years ago was somewhat
traumatic.  But with lots of tough love and counseling from us and the Christian gas station where
he washes cars, he had matured into a fine young man.  He was engaged, finishing a two-room
starter house, and looking forward to helping his future bride raise her crippled boy.  But no one
knew that his fianc´ had an aneurysm, and today I had to help Carlos get through her funeral.
Pray consolation that only God can give in times like these.

Please Also Pray for:
ˆOther boys needing our help even as we wait on the authorities for conditions to serve them.
ˆMore apprenticeships to cover all our boys ages 14 and up with better vocational preparation.
ˆHelena«s angina, blood pressure, and diabetes which has complicated her and Mr. Antonio«s help.
ˆVisa renewals for David and Lynn Atkisson, the nearest MTW missionaries to me.  We exchanged
visits in November when the new MTW coordinator for Brazil, Andrew Lamb, visited us.
ˆMy mother«s Workman«s Compensation case, health problems of my grandmother Mary Alice and
Uncle Kenneth, and that I can get back to the States for at least three months this year.

Counting our Blessings:
ˆNo one was seriously hurt when a man hit one of our escaped cows, or when our gray truck
skidded into an approaching car during a rainstorm.  Pray for better fencing and gates, and that
our truck«s insurance will do their full share after six months of delays!
ˆThe huge blessings of a new industrial automatic washer and larger laundry room (photos 5 & 6).
ˆThe remodeling and rat-proofing around the workshop so it could again double as a large multi-
purpose room and chapel (photo 7), while better protecting all our feed, tools, and other materials.
ˆClemson Presbyterian sent funds for classic children’s literature to encourage our boys to read,
and the seniors« group at St. Peter’s Lutheran sent a donation for easier-to-read Bibles (photo 8).
ˆClemson and Lexington also sent donations for items needed for foster homes one and two to
operate separately.  Pray for another Brazilian couple, called by God, to �finish� house tw o!

Updated Prayer Reminder Card Enclosed
Those of you who«ve lost a few hairs or gotten a little gray over your own kids won«t need

any explanation!  Just note that while MTW does my prayer cards, Equip manages my mailing list;
but either mission can receipt tax deductible donations towards my support or the project (info
below).  Also note that my P.O. Box in Brazil was renumbered from 203 to 2203, or you«ll find out
what �return to sender� looks like in Portuguese!

Thanks so much for your love, prayers, and support!  There«re still many struggles, but more
forward progress.  It«s with your help
that I«m still here hanging on in faith.
            In Christ’s Service, quip, Inc.
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