Aprendiendo en Arequipa

(Learning in Arequipa)

As the snow is almost completely melted from El Misti (a volcano here in Arequipa) indicating more that
spring is settling in, | am finishing my 3" complete month in language school. It is hard for me to believe that
| have been in Peru now for over 3 months. What atime it has been so far! | am blessed to be learning
Span(ialslh in the same country that | am serving in; so not only am | a student of the language, but of the culture
aswell.

My transition has had its shares of high and low
times. From trying to communicate in the market, with taxi
drivers, with my host family; understanding that it is ok to
be late to everything (except class!), and thus getting ready
for things at the time it is supposed to begin; building up
my immune system in ways | never wanted; coming face to
face with spiritual warfare; and many of my days consisting
of the highest and lowest of emotions.
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The experience | have had in the past few months | sure wouldn’t trade in for anything in the world,
but I wouldn’t necessarily stand in line for them either. It hasn’t always been the easiest of times.
Throughout support raising | learned a dependence on God that | hadn’'t before in my life. However being
here in Southern Peru, away from my family and friends back home, away from my team in Lima, and
often being around people and new friends yet feeling so alone at the same time, | have learned a different
type of dependence on the Lord. Not only is He my Provider, my Protector, and my Redeemer, but He has
also become my Companion. | can’t imagine making this transition without Him! He has filled me with
joy and humor, which | try to use to make the most out of my time here, and laugh at myself at my many
mistakes in the language learning process.

Whereis Arequipa? | find that | am falling in love with Peru. | remember after
~ my first short trip here and returning to the states, | felt like | left
Iquitosy =27 my heart here. Thisfeelslikeit isanew relationship budding:

Peru and |. Each day | feel abit more comfortable with how
things are different and unexpected, yet other things are similar
and predictable. Then there are frustrating days that it seems that
| don’'t understand anything at al! Yet | am able to communicate
more as each week moves on, and | am thoroughly enjoying my
classes. | look forward to being able to express ideas and
emotions, and more of what | am called to share with the people
that | meet. There are daysthat it is hard to believe that thisis
really what God wants for my life right now because to have this
oppsoelr'%unity is better than anything | could have planned for
myself!




A Few Changes

: Sometimes things don’t go as originally

: planned: it has been decided that | won't have
: an internship with the Hinterlands Health

: Ministry in Cusco prior to starting a health

: ministry in Lima. When | finish language

: school in January, the plan isfor meto go

: straight on to Lima and assess the different

: areas of our ministry there, primarily with the
: church in Huaycan, where the Cristo Salvador
: project for impoverished children is|ocated.

: Please pray with me about the development of
: thisministry and the Lord's guidance and

: wisdom.

A Reminder of the Need

i November 1stwas a holiday that Peru and other

{ countries celebrate: El Dia de Los Santos (All Saints Day)

i and El Dia de Los Muertos (The Day of the Dead). Most of

i the customs on this day come from the heavy catholic

i influence and other traditions that different parts of the

¢ country have. In my curiosity | went to several cemeteries

! to view how Peru celebrates this day. In some of the :
i cemeteries there were places that it was hard to even walk |
: for the crowds of people. It is normal for the whole family to
i bring various things to the gravesite: the normal gift of ;
i flowers, beer, a band to play the favorite song of the

i deceased, and a plate of the most favored meal of the

i deceased. Priests were walking around to offer prayers to

i the deceased if people so wished.

i |saw people without hope. | then found confirmation of

i this when | saw a sign in a mass being held at one of the

i cemeteries that when translated says: “Pay here for the

i souls of your deceased in purgatory.” You can receive a

¢ certificate afterwards to prove that you have paid for this.

i The people here need to hear about a FREE gift of

i salvation, of a God of grace, and of the hope that can be

i had. Please pray with me for the people of Peru and God

{ to use me in spite of me.

I could not be here without your prayers, support, and
encouragement. Your prayers especially have carried
me throughout thistime. My gratefulnessis more than
words can express. | thank God for you!

In His Grace, @

Becca Bennett MISSION

h
Mission to the World- Peru Vﬁﬁ)
Address at Language School:  Financial Support:
Calle Chullo 650 Mission to the World
Urb. La EstanciaF-10 P.O. Box 116284
Y anahuara Atlanta, GA 30368-6284
Arequipa, Peru Attn: #010701

Phone: 011-51-54-25-4328 (as dialed from the US)
Cell: 011-511-9767-4698

To receive my newdletter by email, write me at
beccaj oy05@yahoo.com
For more info about the Lima New City Team log on to:
www.limanewcity.org
New Blog Website!! Read more about my time here in Perul
http://beccaj oyperu.blogspot.com




